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 INSPIRATION 

I 
have been working on two major projects 
recently and, as I near the end of both, 
I’ve been thinking about the very different 
ways in which I got the ideas for them. 

The fi rst is an eight-part serial for People’s 
Friend magazine. Birds of a Feather is a sequel to 
Who Killed Jock Dobbin?, which was published 
last year. The idea for Birds of a Feather came 

as I was writing the fi nal part of Who Killed 
Jock Dobbin? (which I’d called All the Birds of the 
Air). As I tied up all the loose ends, I realised 
the main character’s story was far from over. 
Also there was a secondary character whose 
story was clamouring to be told.

Following the death of both parents in a 
road accident when she was a baby, Jess had 
been brought up an orphan, with no idea of 
who her family was. The Jock Dobbin of the 
title was, in fact, her maternal grandfather. 
The story focused on the investigation into his 
unexpected death and Jess’s search to fi nd out 
more about her parents.

As I wrote the fi nal part, I thought it might 
be fun to give a little hint that Jess’s story 
might not be over – in the hope that People’s 
Friend would be interested in a sequel. They 

were and Birds of a Feather starts when Jess 
begins to search for her father’s family. 

One of the great pleasures of writing a 
series or a sequel is meeting up with the 
characters again and seeing what they get up 
to next. I’m at the planning stage of my fourth 
Much Winchmoor mystery and it’s fascinating 
to go back and see how the characters have 
changed over the course of four books – and 
to make sure blue eyes haven’t turned brown 
or Crabshaw suddenly become Crabtree!

My third Much Winchmoor book is called 
Burying Bad News and the idea came from this 
newspaper clipping:

A mystery hedge cutter operating under cover 
of night has prompted fears of a tussle over 

topiary in a leafy village. The secretive shrubbery 
snipper has struck at least twice in the space of 
a week in —. It comes after a hedge in — Road 
was cut down ‘during the hours of darkness’.

Police, who suspect the root of the problem lies 
in a neighbourly dispute, urged the culprit not to 
take matters into their own hands.

‘If there is a issue with the hedge it is only 

courteous to speak to the owner about the 
problem,’ they said.

As I read this I knew exactly which of my 
characters was going to have ‘a tussle over 
topiary’, although in Burying Bad News the 
‘secretive shrubbery snipper’ (the writer of 
the above article obviously enjoys alliteration 
as much as I do!) is not revealed until the fi nal 
chapters.

I imagined a headless topiary peacock, 
then an unscrupulous newspaper editor who 
added a misleading headline merely to sell a 
few extra copies of his paper. And a would-be 
murderer reading the paper and suddenly 
seeing the answer to his (or her) problem.

The headline shrieked: ‘Heads roll in Somerset’s 
Murder Capital’ and went on: A gruesome 
discovery was made in in the sleepy Somerset 
village of Much Winchmoor recently when Gerald 
Crabshaw, aged 52, owner of the Winchmoor Mill 
Guest House found a severed head in his garden. 

I went on to work out how the murderer 
would use that situation to plan a murder.

My Much Winchmoor books, like many of 
my stories, are set in small villages, similar to 
the one in which I live. I fi nd, particularly with 
a series, that it helps to keep the geography 
of the area I’m writing about very similar to 
my own and, although Much Winchmoor is 
entirely fi ctitious, I do use real local landmarks 
to fi x it into the landscape. 

The place has become so real to me over 
the two years I’ve been writing the series that 
I sometimes get quite a shock when I walk 
down the real high street to fi nd there’s no 
village pond next to the pub!

I’m so lucky to live in a location that gives 
me ideas for my stories. I love the interaction 
between people, the long-standing feuds and 
complicated family relations, and my local pub 
is a constant source of gossip and inspiration.

Are you inspired by where you live? Many of 
the authors I feature are. Or are your settings 
purely imaginary? As always, you can write to 
me at ideastore@writers-forum.com
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Paula Williams explains how a newspaper clipping led to murder

Roll a dice to fi nd all the ingredients for your next story 
– or use each of the squares as a daily prompt this month

FICTIONSQUARE
Ist & 2nd roll
Characters

3rd & 4th roll
Traits

5th roll
Theme

6th roll
Location

7th roll
Object

Journalist Anxious
Coming of 

age
Sleepy village Stopped clock

Gardener Greedy Escape Hotel Wooden box

30-something Paranoid Pursuit
Haunted 
house

Hedge

Child Unlucky Fantasy Local pub Church bell

Musician Spiritual Revenge Warehouse Lost dog

Psychic Happy Cold case Bookshop Hidden safe • Paula’s Much Winchmoor novels Murder Served 
Cold and Rough and Deadly are available on 
Amazon. See paulawilliamswriter.wordpress.com
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